Document One - Local Heritage Assets criteria – agreed between Stroud Town Council and Stroud District Council for the Neighbourhood Plan

	Age
	Generally, the older a building, site or feature, the more likely it is that this criterion will apply.



	Rarity


	The rarer a structure is, the more important its survival.

	Architectural and 

aesthetic value


	The intrinsic design value of an asset relating to local styles, materials or any other distinctive local characteristics.

The visual contribution an asset makes to the character of Stroud.

Architectural value may include detailing, materials, craftsmanship and plan form. This criterion can include the best works of architects who were active locally. In some cases altered buildings may still be worthy of inclusion, especially if by an architect of importance.



	Group value


	Groupings of assets with a clear visual, design or historic relationship.

	Evidential value


	Where a building or site may contain, or be associated with, important evidence about its past history and use, the particular neighbourhood or the town as a whole, or about the lives of former residents and citizens. This evidence can be in the form of historic documents, historic fabric and features lying hidden behind more recent building facades and internal finishes, or buried remains.



	Historic association


	Where there is a clear association of a building or site with an important local person or community in the past, or with important local events, activities and industries.



	Archaeological interest


	This may be an appropriate reason to designate a locally significant asset of the evidence base if sufficiently compelling and if a distinct area can be identified.



	Designed landscape


	Includes parks and gardens, and the landscape or garden settings of buildings, that are individually important or are important in relation to the buildings they relate to and to the local areas they are part of.



	Landmark status


	This can include assets that have a strong association with a historical event or a particular community, and others that stand out within an area because of their visual distinctiveness or prominence, and/or location. Both types can be an important part of the particular character and identity of an area or neighbourhood.



	Social and communal value


	This can include where an asset is seen as being of value to the local community, or to particular communities, or where it figures strongly in residents’ memories and life experiences.



	Degree of completeness


	The asset should be reasonably complete, or at least should retain, or have the potential to retain, enough fabric and features for its character and importance to be understood and appreciated, either now or more fully in the future.


At least one criterion must apply to a local heritage asset.

The policies from the Neighbourhood Development Plan that back up the Heritage Assets project:-

Policy AP8a

Conservation areas
Any development proposed in the Stroud Town Centre, Station and Industrial Heritage conservation areas which are identified on Map 4 should have regard to the policy guidance set out in the Stroud Town Centre Conservation Area Supplementary Planning Advice and Industrial Heritage Conservation Area Supplementary Document  respectively and any subsequent revisions thereto.

Policy AP8b

Local Heritage Assets
Non designated local heritage assets will be defined against the criteria set out in Appendix 5. Planning applications for demolition, development s or substantial alterations of buildings or structures defined as local heritage assets will be expected to show what consideration has been given to retaining:

· The asset itself

· Its most distinctive and important features

· The positive elements of its setting and immediate surrounds

· The contribution the asset and its setting makes to the character of the local area (whether in a Conservation Area or not).

Introduction:
Historic buildings and conservation areas make up a large part of the town centre providing a link with the past life of the town. They give the area character and distinctiveness, making Stroud town centre an interesting place to live, work and visit. Past losses or near losses of many fine buildings in and around the town centre demonstrate the continuing need to take an active approach to the protection and enhancement of its historic fabric.

Objective:
Enhance the historic fabric and identity of the town centre, including the relationship to the restored canal.

Explanation:
It is important that all development respects the historic character of the town centre which is reflected in the three conservation areas. The District Council documents referred to in the policy elaborate on what makes these areas special and how they should be preserved and enhanced.

There are a number of buildings of local heritage interest which add to the attractiveness of the town centre but which are not protected by statutory listing. There is considerable local support for the identification and protection of such assets, where practical, as recognised in the proposed changes to the Local Plan.

Stroud Town Council will hold and maintain any Non Designated Heritage Assets list and all entries will be approved by resolution of the Town Council’s Consultations Committee.
